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CAST BIOS

-_ Ace Howard (Second Man) (Metamorphoses, The Great Love of

Siabanda Sesay) 1s a transfer from Howard University and
sophomore BFA 1n Theater Arts. This 1s his first show here at
SIU. He's excited to hit the ground running! And he 1s super
grateful to work with all the talented people 1in the department.

Alastair Blevins (Understudy) 1s a freshman theater major at
SIUC. This 1s his second Mainstage show here, acting as one
of the Assistant Stage Managers for Ajax in Iraq. He also
made his Chicago theater debut at The Athenaecum Center for

Thought & Control 1n The Outsiders. He hopes you all enjoy
the show.




Cole Wimberly (First Man) 1s a Freshman BA 1n theater at
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. This 1s his second

\

production after his role as sergeant in Ajax in Irag. He would
like to thank his director and other cast members for the fun

he's had. Finally, he hopes you enjoy the show.

. Eli Cochran (Third Man) is a freshman Musical Theater
~ major here at SIU. He's excited to be cast in a mainstage

~ production in his freshman year. He has really enjoyed the

process of making Metamorphoses and the way this story
. interprets classic Greek myths. While this is his first SIU
production, he's been 1n multiple productions at his high-

school and Shawnee Community College. Lastly, Eli hopes
2 | everyone enjoys the show!




Grace Anderson (Fourth Woman) i1s a freshman Musical
Theater BFA student here at SIU. She 1s thrilled to be working
in her first mainstage production in the SIU School of Theater

and Dance. Although she has never worked 1n a professional

theater...yet, she has plenty of experience on and off the stage.

She not only will continue to follow her passion of theater,
but she’s also working towards her certificates to be a
certified firefighter. Grace 1s so happy that you are able to

make 1t here today and wishes you a wonderful time. She
hopes you enjoy the show.

Jack Sigafoos (Fifth Man) 1s a Sophomore Musical Theater
BFA at SIU Carbondale. Jack's favorite part of the show was
getting to work with puppetry, a favorite hobby of his, and

often hummed Hadestown songs backstage during the
Orpheus scene rehearsals. Jack also starred in The Taming of
the Shrew at SIU last year and has yet to appear on Law and
Order. He hopes you enjoy the show.




Katie Polk (Fifth Woman) (she/her) 1s a freshman musical
theater major here at SIU, and she's beyond excited to make
her mainstage debut with Metamorphoses! She's from
. Michigan, and there she's played in Beauty and the Beast
(Madame De La Grande Bouche), Fiddler on the Roof
(Yente), Matilda (Trunchbull), and many more! She's beyond
grateful for everything and she'd like to thank everyone who
worked with her on this production both onstage and off.
She'd also like to thank her mom, grandma, wonderful sickly
little Victorian boy of a twin sister/brother Audrey, her
amazing friend River who came all the way down here to see
this show, and everyone else back at home cheering her on!
She hopes you enjoy the show!

Laura Majorie Miller (Second Woman) (BA '94) has
directed staged readings of Twelfth Night and The Winter's
lale for The Stage Company, and appeared in The Stage
Co.'s productions of Britches! (Charlotte Cushman),
Machinal (Nurse/Ensemble), For Lease Navidad (Mrs Mrs
Claus), The Drag (Allen Grayson), and She Kills Monsters

e (the Elvish Narrator). Last year, Laura performed as the King

of Navarre and Maria in Stone Soup Shakespeare's summer
tour of Love's Labours Lost. She's played the Second Witch
in M*cb*** and Hamlet in Act One of Hamlet at RADA,
where she goes to train. When Laura attended summer camp
at SIU as a nerdy girl who loved mythology, a visitto SIU's
Summer Playhouse was always a highlight of the week--
what alovely surprise to find herself performing here, in a
powerful, mysterious play that pulls those threads of her life

together! You can follow her work at @lauramarjoriemiller
on Instagram.



Lydia Holterman (First Woman) 1s a senior Theater major at
SIU and 1s so grateful to be working on this production of
Metamorphoses with this cast, crew, and director. At
SIU, Lydia has appeared on stage in The Taming of the Shrew
(Katherine), A4 Christmas Carol (Mrs. Fezziwig/Caroler),
School for Wives (Horace), Murphy s Law of Pretenders (Gia),
and Fierce Musical Theater’s The Trail to Oregon
(Grandpa/Cletus Jones). Professionally, she has worked on
Coeur d’Alene Summer Theater's 2025 season as Costume
Design Assistant/Wig Stylist/Stitcher and McLeod Summer
Playhouse's 2024 season as a Stitcher/Dresser. Thank you for
coming to support the arts and enjoy the show!

Rheannon Bohlman (Third Woman) 1s a Double Major 1n
Musical Theater and Psychology. She 1s so thrilled and beyond

grateful to be a part of her first Main Stage Production show

here at SIUC! She has been so filled with joy watching
everyone perform these amazing stories from Metamorphoses
and 1s once again so grateful just to be able to work alongside
such talented people. It has been wonderful working with her

amazing director Saina Seraj, whose experience and skills are
exciting and uniquely her own. Some might recognize
Rheannon as Titama fromA  Midsummer  Nights
Dream produced by StageCo, Magenta 1n the Rocky Horror
Picture Show ShadowCast produced by BigMud De-Medusa
Productions at The Varsity Center, or as Rose Red/Roxie
Usher/Dunyazad/The Photographer in Ghost Quartet directed
by SIUC student Olivia Manning 1mn October of 2025!

Rheannon sincerely hopes everyone enjoys Metamorphoses

and goes with her and everyone in the cast on this journey
through love, loss, greed, grief, and transformation.



Van Leonard (Fourth Man) 1s a Senior Musical Theatre BFA
here at SIU. He 1s excited to get to perform in one of his
favorite plays. He believes that these stories are very important

for modern audiences. They aren’t just stories of the past, but a
cautionary tale for the now. Van 1s thankful to everyone who
has encouraged the growth of his craft. Van has appreciated

working under Saina and learning her style. Remember to lead
your life with love and think critically. Follow his journey
(@van leonard on Instagram and (@leonard van on TikTok.
Past Credits: Falsettos (Marvin), Hello Dolly (Ambrose), The
Prom (Kevin), Corduroy (Corduroy). Other SIU credits
include: Urinetown (Mr. McQueen), Phoenix: A Dance
Concert (Dancer), She Loves Me (Head-Waiter), and Fierce’s
production of 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee (Leaf
Coneybear).



CREATIVE TEAM
BIOS

Saina Seraj (Director) 1s a theater artist from Tehran, Iran, who moved to the U.S. to
pursue her MFA 1n Directing. In her work, she looks for new ways to tell stories that
relate to our time. She loves mixing puppets and objects with actors, often using dark
comedy and the grotesque to reflect the reality of our world. Saina was drawn to
Metamorphoses because of the way Mary Zimmerman looks at human behavior. She
feels the play’s language and themes leave room to think about the conflicts we face
globally. For Saina, these human behaviors and struggles exist beyond borders.
Metamorphoses 1s her MFA thesis project.

website: sainaseraj.com

ML.K. Hughes (Set Design) 1s a two-time graduate of SIU with an MFA 1n
Scenic Design for the Theater. She 1s currently the Tenure-Track Assistant
Professor of Scenic design at the SIU School of Theater and Dance. Her
design work has been featured around the U.S. including Point Park University
in Pittsburgh, PA, University of Pittsburgh (PA), Prime Stage Theater (PA),
The Pittsburgh CLO (PA), K-State Theater (KS), and the Dobbins
Conservatory at SEMO (MO). Her theater craft work in Scenic Art and Props
Design has been featured at several regional theaters including The Oregon
Shakespeare Festival (OR), The Alabama Shakespeare Festival (AL), and The
Rep at Point Park University (PA).

Rin Ulick (Costume Design) 1s a first-year costume design MFA student,
hailing from Purdue Fort Wayne where she got her BA. No stranger to the

stage, she has designed costumes for Jesus Christ Superstar with Genesis
Outreach Presents, and John Proctor is the Villain at PFW. Ulick has also been
known to act in shows like Big Fish (Tattooed Lady) and The Tempest
(Caliban). Rin would like to thank her mom and dad, Kim and Brad, and her
partner, Gabe, for their endless (and irreplaceable) support and love. Enjoy the

show!



David Bruns (Lighting Design) David Bruns 1s the Production Manager at
Kirkland Fine Arts Center in Decatur, IL, and holds an M.F.A 1n Lighting
Design and Technology from Kent State University, and a B.S 1n Arts
Administration from Millikin University. His design work spans plays,
musicals, concerts, and percussion ensembles—his personal favorite. He has

enjoyed coming in as a guest designer, and working with the fantastic faculty
and students at SIU-C.

Valeriya Nedviga (Sound Design) 1s an Assistant Professor of Practice 1n
Technical Direction at Southern Illinois University Carbondale and a Drama
teacher at Douglas Anderson School of the Arts 1n Florida. She holds an MFA
in Scenic Design from Indiana University, along with an MM 1n Violin
Performance and an MA 1n String Pedagogy from The Ohio State University.

Her design credits span theatre and opera across the country, including
productions for Indiana University and Indianapolis Opera (IN); NYU-
Steinhardt and The Tank Theatre (NYC); Red Tape Theatre, Bravo
Performing Arts Center, Metropolis Performing Arts Centre, and Raven
Theatre (Chicago); Millbrook Playhouse (PA); Bristol Valley Theatre and
Alleyway Theatre (NY); and The Phipps Center for the Arts (WI). Beyond
design, Valeriya has held a wide range of production and administrative roles,
serving as Production Assistant for The Ohio State Opera and Lyric Theatre,
Critic-in-Residence for the BorderLight Cleveland International Theatre and
Fringe Festival, Production Manager for the Westerville Symphony
Orchestra, and Personnel Manager and Librarian for the McConnell Arts
Center Chamber Orchestra. She has also collaborated with the Indiana State
Museum and the Indianapolis Ballet, bringing her expertise across disciplines
in both the performing and visual arts.



Ellie Reppe (Production Stage Manager) 1s a Sophomore BA 1n Technical
Theater. She has been stage managing since high school and this 1s her third
production at SIU. In her free time, she enjoys crafting, such as painting and
model making, listening to music and hanging out with her friends and cat. She
1s thrilled to be working with Director Saina Seraj again, after stage managing
laming of the Shrew last spring. She 1s so grateful for the support of her friends

and family while she chases her dream and would like to thank the
Metamorphoses production team for the guidance, mentorship and teamwork

they have given her during her first mainstage production. She is thrilled with
and so proud of Metamorphoses and cannot wait for everyone to see 1it.

Elliot Keefer McGee (Assistant Stage Manager) 1s a freshman B.A. 1n theater.
They have worked 1n theater since middle school, they are focused in technical
theater, primarily lighting engineering and design. They have found that they
have a passion for facilitating other artists to create.

DONATE TO THE SCHOOL OF THEATER AND DANCE
BELOW! $50 OR MORE AND YOU RECEIVE A LIMITED
EDITION, “FRIENDS OF MCLEOD THEATER” PIN!




The Story Continues...

Join us for the rest of our 2025-26 Season.

March 26 - 29, 2026
Shryock Auditorium
ANYTHING GOES

April 23 - 26, 2026
Furr Auditorium

BEAR TRAP GARDEN

April 23 - 26, 2026
Moe Theater
THE GREAT LOVE OF SIABANDA SESAY

Scan for tickets and full season details
theateranddance.siu.edu
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